FAITH & MONEY MATTERS

“What profit is there for one to gain the whole world and forfeit his life?’”

w

er

— Mark 8:36
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KEY VERSE:

gu

Homework for Session 6
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GENEROSITY & ETERNITY
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DAY 1 — ATTITUDES IN GIVING
MEDITATE

Read and meditate on the key verse, Mark 8:36.

Write down any words or phrases that appeal to you or attract your attention.

ATTITUDE

Read Matthew 23:23 and 1 Corinthians 13:3.

1. What do these passages communicate about the importance of the proper attitude in giving?
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[The Pharisees gave exactly the correct amount—even a tithe of their mint leaves. However, because they gave
with the wrong attitude, the Lord rebuked them. Giving without love is of no value to the giver.]
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2. What is your attitude toward giving? Are there adjustments you need to make to your attitude?
[Answer should be personal and introspective.]

3. If you are married, explain how you and your spouse reach an agreement when you have
different attitudes about giving.
[Answer should be personal and introspective.]
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GENEROSITY & ETERNITY
BE PROACTIVE!
COMPLETE THE GENEROSITY GRID
4. What did you learn from completing the Generosity Grid?
[Answer should be personal and introspective.]
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Most people don’t have a plan for their giving. Some may think about how much they want to give to the
weekly offering, but many don’t even plan for weekly giving. Any other giving that occurs is usually the
result of a spontaneous ask and a spontaneous give.
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This exercise may be the first time that the participants have ever considered where they are generous
and how much they are actually giving. Thinking about whether their giving is local, national or global is
probably something new also.
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A good discussion question might center on the geography of the participant’s giving and how or why
they determined a need to give they way they do. Make sure that the conversation doesn’t spill over to
amounts that are being giving as that will shut the conversation down rapidly.

DAY 2 — ADVANTAGES OF GIVING
MEDITATE

Read and meditate on the key verse, Mark 8:36.

Write down what God is saying to your heart and what he is asking of you at this moment.
Read Philippians 4:17.
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1. What did Paul mean by “profit that accrues to your account?”
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[The Philippians sent Paul gifts to meet his needs during his time in Thessalonica. Paul is saying that their material
gifts to him, given in an attitude of appreciation, a proper attitude of generosity, an attitude of sharing in his ministry,
brought them a spiritual gift or credit.]

Read Sirach 4:31.
2. How does this principle differ from the way most people view giving?
[Most people are not open handed with receiving or giving gifts. Their preference is to keep, not share the gifts
they have received.]
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Read Matthew 6:19-21; Luke 12:34 and 1 Timothy 6:17-19.

3. Identify the advantages for the giver in these passages and describe how they might encourage
you to be more generous.
[God should be the treasure at the center of our heart. If we are focused on God; on his treasure of eternity; our
generosity on earth will be guided and exceeded only by God’s love for us.]

BE PROACTIVE!
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Today’s exercise expands on what the participants did yesterday. They may not be ready to create
a hard and fast plan for their generosity, but today they can begin to consider their generosity from a
complete plan perspective and not from a point of a spontaneous ask and a spontaneous give.
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If nothing else, having a plan for generosity will make it easier for the participants to say no to the many
invitations to donate they currently receive. Having a plan allows the participant to focus on specific
charities and ministries that they are interested in. They can now respond that they “have a generosity
plan and they have identified their donations for this year.”

YOUR GENEROSITY PLAN

4. After considering your responses in the table above, describe any revelations to your thoughts
on giving or changes that you will make to your giving in the future.
[Answer should be personal and introspective.]

DAY 3 — AMOUNT & APPROACH TO GIVING
MEDITATE

ci

Read and meditate on the key verse, Mark 8:36.
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Let your heart speak to God in prayer (praising, thanking, petitioning, asking for forgiveness.)

Read Malachi 3:8-10 and Tobit 4:7-11.
1. What was God’s view on tithing (giving 10 percent) in the Old Testament? How will learning
what Scripture says about generosity impact your giving?
[A tithe was required under the law. More importantly, we should give alms from our possessions in proportion to
what we have. If we have great wealth, we should give from our abundance. If we have little, we should give from
the little that we have. Do not turn your face away from the poor.]

32

GENEROSITY & ETERNITY
BE PROACTIVE!
FINANCIAL GOALS
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There was only 1 question to answer with today’s homework because the practical application of
goal setting can take quite a bit of time to complete. Again, this is not an exercise to be considered
lightly. Many of the practical applications have been designed to help foster behavioral changes in the
participants. We hope that they will change the way that they handle their finances. Part of that process
is understanding where they are now and where they want to be in 5, 10, 20 or 30 years from now.
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This might be a good time to have the participants go back and look at the Compass Map (found on
page 18). The class has been meeting for almost 6 weeks and they might not have had enough time to
make significant progress on the map, but combined with this goal setting activity it might reinforce their
sense of direction and confirm what they want to accomplish in the short-term, mid-term and long-term.
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Facilitator—you should have approximately one hour of class time remaining.

DAY 4 — ETERNITY
MEDITATE

Read and meditate on the key verse, Mark 8:36.

It’s time to just rest in his loving presence for a few minutes. Be at peace and rest in silence
before the Lord, then finish with a prayer of thanksgiving for the blessings received during your
prayer time.
1. Describe your level of contentment and what steps you will take to become more content.
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[Answer should be personal and introspective.]
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2. As you have meditated on this week’s key verse what are your thoughts on accumulating
wealth?
[Answer should be personal and introspective.]

Read 1 Chronicles 29:15; Philippians 3:20 and 1 Peter 2:11.
3. What do these passages say about your identity on earth and in heaven?
[We are strangers on earth—aliens and foreigners. Our true citizenship is from heaven.]
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4. Reflect on the blessings God has given to you and the talents you have; the amount of time you
have each day; the treasure you have received—family, friends, money and possessions. Have
you been a good steward? How can you be a better steward?
[Answer should be personal and introspective.]

BE PROACTIVE!
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THE DEED
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Throughout this Bible study the participants have been exposed to many ideas that pertain to how
they manage their personal finances. Becoming better stewards is one of the goals that we hope the
participants have learned. For most it has probably been challenging to accept that man’s ways are not
the same as God’s ways—not only accept that God’s ways are better, but actually change their ways to
more closely resemble God’s ways.
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The exercise of completing the Deed will be quite easy for some—they have grown up understanding
God’s ways and they haven’t had to drastically change their thinking. For others, completing the Deed,
signing it and having others in the class witness their signature might be a really big deal.
God doesn’t have any grandchildren. Everyone is a child of God. For a mother or a father to list their
children on the Deed might require a major transformation of their thinking.

DAY 5 — ETERNAL PERSPECTIVE
MEDITATE

Read and meditate on the key verse, Mark 8:36.

ci

1. Write down the changes you want to make to integrate this verse into your daily life.
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[Answer should be personal and introspective.]

2. Estimate the number of days you have left on earth. How does this impact your thinking? What
action will you take?
[Answer should be personal and introspective.]
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Read Psalm 39:5-6.
3. What does this passage say to you about the length of life on earth?
[Answer should be personal and introspective.]

4. How will this verse impact the way you invest your time, use your talents and your spend money?
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FAITHFULNESS IS A JOURNEY
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BE PROACTIVE!
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[Answer should be personal and introspective.]
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5. As you reflect on eternity, answer this question thoughtfully: “What are the three primary
things that I want to accomplish during the rest of my life?”
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[Answer should be personal and introspective.]
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Facilitator—please read the following at the end of class after the Prayer Logs
The only way that Compass can continue to hold classes and to grow the ministry is through volunteers
who facilitate classes and through students like you who make Compass Catholic a part of their regular
generosity plan. We hope that you have enjoyed this Bible study and we also hope that you will continue
your Compass studies by taking Set Your House in Order or attending the Journey of Generosity.
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We encourage you to sign up to be a facilitator. Facilitating a class is one of the best ways we know to
continue to focus on your budget and to stay in God’s Word. Your financial success will be determined
by you and the focus that you keep on managing your money, penny by penny.
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Always remember that Compass Catholic Ministries is not about the money, it about the change . . . the
change of your heart.
Please encourage the participants to sign up for the Compass Newsletter if they haven’t already done
so.
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